Heyn 2

Text: Deuteronomy 18:15-20  Epiphany 4
Listen to God’s Prophet

I. Living on earth, we have fears.

       II. There are many false prophets to calm them.

III. God points us to the one Prophet who speaks and gives life.

Dear fellow-redeemed in Christ,
 I’m guessing we’ve all had the experience. Maybe it’s at a flea market. Maybe it’s at a tourist destination. But a situation in which you find yourself on a street lined with shops, or vendors, or restaurants, and people are trying to get your attention. “Hey, check out my menu. Hey, try my product.” Andrea and I ran into that scenario when we were in Tarpon Springs last month when my family was here. 

Well, it can often feel that way for us as Christians living in this world. There are so many denominations, so many preachers, and so many mixed messages as to who God is and what He wants us to do. To whom should we listen? This morning God tells us – listen to His Prophet, whom He will raise up from among your brothers. And listening to Him isn’t just a good suggestion – He says, “You must listen to Him.” 
I. [Living on earth, we have fears.] And we know that it’s of utmost necessity to listen to God because without Him, this life is scary! It certainly was for the Israelites in our text. They were at the doorstep of the Promised Land of Canaan. Big moment. But they’re afraid. For one thing, because their fearless leader of the past 40+ years, Moses, will not be going in with them. In fact, he’s about to die. Deuteronomy is really his last words to them in the form of three sermons. God has always spoken to them through the words of His faithful prophet Moses and understandably they have a lot of questions as to how they will go on. We can certainly relate to this. I think about the times when I know that God has brought me to a situation but I don’t know how He wants me to deal with it. I’m sure you have these situations as well. We want God to speak to us directly. 
And yet for Him to speak to us directly is just as scary if not moreso. We see what the Israelites’ reaction had been when He came to them in this way just a tiny portion of His glory at Mt. Horeb. What does Moses say their reaction was? “Let us not continue to hear the voice of the LORD our God or see this great fire any longer so that we will not die.” They realized how awesome and powerful God was and were terrified to even be in His presence. And God says “They have spoken well!” They’re right! As the prophet Malachi writes, “But who can endure the day of His coming? Who can stand when He appears?”

If God were to appear to us right now, in even a tiny portion of His glory, I guarantee our reaction would be the same. You would realize just how unworthy you are and I would too! My conscious convicts me that I’ve fallen so far short of His glory and the perfection He requires, and we would just fall on our knees. Even without His appearing in glory, our conscience convicts us of how far short of His glory we fall on a daily basis.
II. So where do we turn? Well, first let’s talk about where we don’t turn. God knows that when we have fears in this life, we are tempted to look to the world and the people around us for assurance and comfort. It’s like when we’re on that street with all the vendors surrounding us and we just pick the first one because it’s easiest. He knew that would be the temptation for the Israelites and so in the verses right before our text He warns them, “When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not imitate the detestable customs of those nations… 12 Everyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord, and the Lord your God is driving out the nations before you because of these detestable things. 13 You must be blameless before the Lord your God.” Unfortunately, reading through Israel’s Old Testament history, we find that they failed to follow through on this. They did listen to other prophets who told them what they wanted to hear, but not the messages of God and it led to the nation’s demise.  
He knows that’s the temptation for us as well and so He gives us the same warning, as He says in Romans 16:17, “Now I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause dissensions and obstacles contrary to the doctrine you have learned. Avoid them.” This is hard to do in the pluralistic world in which we live whose mantra seems to be, “Can’t we all just get along?” Listen to God’s warning. He says no. It’s disrespectful to Him and His Word. More importantly, it’s poison that threatens the life of our souls.

III. The only voice that God wants His people to listen to is the voice of His Prophet. “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to Him.” So who is it? It’s the one that God’s people were still waiting for over a thousand years later. Do you remember what the all the people said when Jesus fed the 5000? They said, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 
They saw the connection between Jesus and Moses that we, too, see by faith. That, first of all, He was one of them, from among their own brothers.  Jesus was certainly a man, born of a woman. They saw that they both performed miracles, such as feeding 5000, and casting out demons like He does in our Gospel lesson today. They also saw the connection in that Jesus, like Moses, spoke the words of God. And he certainly had a special relationship with God, Truly this was the promised Prophet. We hear it confirmed for us in Hebrews. “Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. 2 In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.” That crowd of 5000 men, not including women and children, was absolutely right - Jesus was and is the Prophet.
And yet He withdrew from them. Why? Because He wasn’t the Prophet they were looking for. He was a much greater prophet than they understood, and He came to earth for a much greater reason. Yes, to drive out demons. But not just little minions out of a few select people. He came to do battle with Satan himself and not just by fighting temptation, which He did perfectly, but by taking Him on in the epic battle of the ages on the cross. And there, as the Prophet died, He crushed Satan under His feet, leaving him ultimately powerless. 

This was the message that He came to proclaim. And proclaim it He did, with authority, as our Gospel lesson says. It’s to Him that we must listen. To the Prophet who is God Himself, Jesus Christ. Yes, for God to appear among us is scary. And that’s why God spoke to the Israelites through Moses, a mediator and prophet. That’s why Jesus came to earth wrapped in flesh. That’s why He comes to you and me now in the simple Word – on its own, connected with the waters of Baptism, connected with the simple bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper.

This is how God comes to us and speaks to us is through His Son, through these humble means. And so this is how you can sort through all the voices that are calling out and know what God is saying to you. Look right here, to Scripture. This is how the Prophet speaks to us today. Looking at all the different churches, pastors, and denominations, how can we know where to turn? What they say, and what I say… compare it with Scripture. That’s why the ELS and WELS seminaries have our students learn the original languages of Greek and Hebrew – so we aren’t thrown off by bad translations. That’s why we have three years of classroom education – so we can focus on the Word and taught how to combat the world’s belief that human reason or tradition can supersede Scripture. I’m not here to spout my own opinions or get glory for myself. I’m called to preach the Word of the Prophet, and please do check me on it and ask me if you have any questions because this [hold up Bible] is the only way He comes to us. 
And so listen only to Him. This is serious. He says in our text that, “[He] will hold accountable whoever does not listen to [His] words that he speaks in [God’s] name. 20 [And] the prophet who dares to speak a message in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods—that prophet must die.’ Wow. That’s pretty severe, isn’t it? False prophets must die. Why so serious? It’s because He loves us. He wants us to have life. And so He wants us to have nothing to do with any false teaching or any convoluted message that could in any way undermine our faith. Today we aren’t given the same command to kill false prophets, but do you think His message is any less relevant? Absolutely not. God’s Word is just as important for life as it was back then and false teachings are just as faith-destroying. Have nothing to do with them. 
And so, as Christians, we have nothing to do with the false teachers and teachings around us that contradict God’s Word. We want nothing to do with churches that tell us that we are responsible for any part of earning our salvation. We want nothing to do with churches that exalt any human reason over the Word of the Prophet. Instead, we listen to the words of the Prophet, and the words of the Prophet alone at church here, in Bible Study, and with home devotions. Because we know that these alone are the Words that will save us from the death we deserve in God’s presence and give us true life as sons and daughters of the King. 
How blessed we are that God doesn’t leave us to our own devices here on earth. He speaks to us through The Prophet who lived for us, died for us, and is still with us, comforting us through His Word of Peace. This is the One to whom we must listen. Hear His Word, grow in His Word, and live. Amen.
� Malachi 3:2.





